Pathogen-host interaction.
Host defense, as it generally applies to humans, refers to the individual's ability to withstand infections. Human host defense mechanisms are numerous, diversified, complex, and often interdependent. The administration of drugs may influence some phases of immunocompetence mechanisms. The effect of several antimicrobial agents on organic defenses has been studied. The parameters considered were chemotaxis, phagocytosis, intracellular killing, superoxide-anion production, antibody production, lymphocyte subset behavior, and natural killer cell activity. Some antibacterial agents inhibit these parameters, whereas others can enhance some of these immune parameters to differing extents. Some antibacterial agents have a neutral effect on these parameters.